
 
 

2and Half-year 2007 
The same issue has been published: 
in German 
French and 
Italian 

 

ORGANIZZAZIONE     INTERNAZIONALE       TRASPORTI     A     FUNE 
INTERNATIONALE    ORGANISATION    FÜR   DAS   SEILBAHNWESEN 
ORGANISATION   INTERNATIONALE  DES  TRANSPORTS  A  CÂBLES 
INTERNATIONAL  ORGANISATION FOR TRANSPORTATION BY ROPE 
ORGANISACION  INTERNACIONAL  DE  TRANSPORTES  POR  CABLE 



 

 

 

2 
 

Summary 
 page 

President’s preface 3 
  
Note of the Secretary General 3 
 
ACTIVITIES OF THE ORGANISATION   
Meeting of the Management Committee and of the Executive Committee  4 
 
O.I.T.A.F. General Assembly 2008 4 
 
O.I.T.A.F. Seminar 2008 in OSLO 5 
 
O.I.T.A.F. Statistical survey of ropeway installations  5 

Recommendations for the re-lubrication of ropeway ropes 6 
 
Recommendations for the definition of essential safety aspects  
of unidirectional aerial ropeways. 6 
 
O.I.T.A.F. Resolution to request the exemption of ropeway installations  
from the application of the EU Directive on Concessions 7 
 
INTERNATIONAL INFORMATION   
EU-Directive 8 
CEN standards 11 

ACTIVITIES OF O.I.T.A.F. WORK COMMITTEES 

Committee n° 1 
Ropeway engineering and technical recommendations 12 

Committee n° 2 
Characteristics and inspection of ropes 13 

Committee n° 3 
Electrical equipment and components of ropeway installations 15 

Committee n° 4 
Legal, administrative, economic and statistical matters 16 

Workgroup: Discussion forum on environment 17 

Working group n° 6 
Optimisation of ropeway and ski-tow operation 17 
 
Ad hoc working group  on Recommendations for operating instructions  
for the transportation of atypical objects and handicapped persons 18 
 
Ad hoc working group  on Recommendations for the Relocation of  
existing ropeway installations 18 

FUTURE EVENTS 19 
O.I.T.A.F. ON INTERN 19



President’s Foreword 
 
Dear Reader 
 
At the time I was writing these few lines we 
continued to enjoy the benefits of a good win-
ter season 2007 / 2008. It was indeed like a 
balm poured into wounds, manufacturers and 
all concerned with transportation by rope are 
now looking forward with new hopes and 
definitely more positive outlook for  a better 
future. 
I do expect that all those whose activities are 
concerned with transportation by rope will 
meet in Grenoble from 23 to 25 April 2008, a 
town which is close to the place where I am 
working and which is the town of the SAM, 
the worldwide exhibition for mountain devel-
opment and mountain technologies, which 
has so far been excellently organized by my 
special adviser Jean Charles Simiand. I 
should point out that Sustained Development 
is the main subject which has been chosen 
for the 2008 edition of this exhibition which is 
once more being organized by J.C. Simiand. 
Reports written by our Secretary General, Dr. 
Heinrich Brugger, and reports submitted by 
conveners of O.I.T.A.F. study committees 
and working groups clearly show the impor-
tance of the activities undertaken by 
O.I.T.A.F. committees and working groups for 
the general benefit and positive development 
of our profession. 
The best way to show our gratitude to all 
members and co-workers who have always 
supported and continue to support actively 
our organization’s activities would be to at-
tend in great numbers on June 27, 2008 the 
next   General Assembly in Oslo,   which ac-
cording to our statute, is held every three 
years, as well as the seminar  organized by 
Dr. Horst Kühschelm and Peter Vollmer on 
the Economic Importance of the Ropeway In-
dustry which will be held on the same day  
and the same place of venue and for which 
organizers succeeded in securing the pres-
ence of lecturers of high prestige. 
 
Jean Charles Faraudo 
 
 
Comments of the Secretary General 
May we apologize for the late publication of 
this issue of O.T.A.F. NEWS due to the fact 
that all the arrangements and the preparatory 
work for the meetings of the Management 

Committee and of the Executive Committee, 
as well as the remainders we had to send out 
to get reports on the activity of O.I.T.A.F. 
committees have taken up quite a great deal 
of our time. 
This is why I have decided to add to this is-
sue information on the very latest develop-
ments i.e. a report on the last meeting of 
Standing Committee of the EU Commission 
held on January 28, 2008. a meeting the 
President and the Secretary General of 
O.I.T.A.F. had gone to. 
I feel I should point out that the O.I.T.A.F. 
seminar 2008 is the first seminar to be organ-
ized in a country which is not an Alpine coun-
try. and precisely in Norway. The Norwegian 
members of O.I.T.A.F. and their prime mover 
Det Norske Veritas represented by Roar Moe, 
as well as the Norwegian Association of 
Ropeway Operators, ALF, represented by A. 
R� dven have taken the initiative and sug-
gested, having obtained the Norwegian Minis-
try’s commitment to grant the necessary fi-
nancial support, to organize the O.I.T.A.F. 
General Assembly 2008 and the O.I.T.A.F. 
seminar 2008 in Oslo. 
The central issues the Management Commit-
tee and the Executive Committee have dis-
cussed at their meetings held in the second 
half of 2007, were of course the organization 
of the seminar 2008 and of the General As-
sembly 2008, but also the resolution to re-
quest the exemption of ropeway installations 
and related activities from the application of 
the envisaged new EU Directive on Conces-
sions and the approval of two O.I.T.A.F. rec-
ommendations. At these meetings the Man-
agement Committee and the Executive 
Committee also discussed the arrangements 
to be made for and the organization of the 
O.I.T.A.F. International Conference 2011. 
Last November, the President of O.I.T.A.F. 
and the representatives of IARM and FIANET 
have met representatives of the EU Commis-
sion’s service “Enterprise and Industry” and 
availed themselves of this opportunity to ex-
press our profession’s anxieties roused by 
the EU Commissions intentions to  merge two 
Standing Committees. I.e. the Standing 
Committee set up in accordance with the pro-
visions of the EU Directive relating to rope-
way installations designed to carry persons 
and the Standing Committee set up in accor-
dance with the provisions of the EU Machin-
ery Directive. At that meeting the representa-
tives of the EU Commission made it quite 
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clear that despite the merger  the two com-
mittees would continue to meet in separate 
meetings and continue to look at their own 
problems independently from one another. 
Seen the great importance of standardization 
activities of the CEN Technical Committee TC 
242 and the direct implications of CEN stan-
dards for safety requirements for ropeways 
installations designed to carry persons for our 
industry,  the president of CEN TC 242, 
Jacques Laravoire  has been invited to attend 
a meeting of the Management Committee  
and present a report on the activities and the 
future work programme of his technical com-
mittee 
 

ACTIVITIES OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANISATION FOR TRANSPORTATION 

BY ROPE 
 

Activities of the Management Committee 
and of the Executive Committee  
 
The Executive Committee met on September 
3, 2007 in Oslo at the Holmenkollen Parhotel 
Rica. 
The following two issues were the two central 
issues the committee addressed at that meet-
ing : 
- Organization of the General Assembly 2008 

in Oslo and 
- Organization of the O.I.T.A.F. seminar 2008 

in Oslo 
The Executive Committee together with the 
representative of Det Norske Veritas, Mr. 
B� en, and the representative of the Norwe-
gian Association of Ropeway Operaators, A. 
R� dvens, have been successful in settling all 
details of the seminar and General Assembly. 
At that meeting the Executive Committee has 
also submitted and discussed reports on the 
progress of the activities of the ad hoc work-
ing group on Relocation of Existing Ropeway 
Installations, the progress of recommenda-
tions for the re-lubrication of ropeway ropes 
and recommendations for the definition of es-
sential safety aspects of ropeway installa-
tions. 
 
Accepting an invitation extended by Prof. Col-
lina the Management Committee met for their 
113th meeting in Milano at the Politecnico di 
Milano, the Technical University, on Novem-
ber 8, 2007. 

The main issues addressed by that meeting 
were, amongst other issues, the following 
ones : 

·  Organisation of the O.I.T.A.F. General 
Assembly in Oslo 

·  Organisation of the O.I.T.A.F. seminar 
2008 in Oslo 

·  Progress report on the activities of the 
ad hoc working group on Recommen-
dations for the Relocation of Existing 
Ropeway Installations  

·  Approval of O.I.T.A.F. Recommenda-
tions on Re-lubrication of ropeway 
ropes 

·  Approval of O.I.T.A.F. Recommend-
tions for the definition of essential 
safety aspects of ropeway installa-
tions 

·  Approval of a Resolution to request 
the exemption of ropeway installations 
and related activities from the applica-
tion of the EU Directive on Conces-
sions 

The summary report on the activities of 
CEN TC 242 submitted by president 
Jacques Laravoire completed that day’s 
work. 
 

 
 

Working session of the Management Committee 
 
 

O.I.T.A.F. General Assembly 2008  
 

Under the provision of the organisation’s 
statute O.I.T.A.F. are required to organize a 
General Assembly every three years. The 
General Assembly  is required to proceed at 
each of its meetings to the election of a new 
Management Committee and a new Board of 
Auditors. 

 
This is why the Management Committee have 
decided at their meeting on November 8, 
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2007 to convene the next general assembly 
of all O.I.T.A.F. members  

 
In Oslo (N) on June 27, 2008 

 
The meeting will be held at the Holmenkollen 
Park Hotel Rica, Kongeveien 26 and is due to 
start at 8.30 a.m. 

 
 
O.I.T.A.F. Seminar 2008 in OSLO  
 

“Economic Importance of the Activity of 
Ropeway Installations and their Position 

in the National Economy”  
 

PLACE OF VENUE:   
Holmenkollen Park HotelRica(OSLO) . 
DATE:    
June 27, 2008 to be held in conjunction 
with the O.I.T.A.F. General Assembly 
REGISTRATION FEES: Admission free 
SIMULTANEOUS INTERPRETATION: into 
English, German, French and Italian 
 
 
Programme:  
 
10.00 a.m.  
Opening address  
by Jean Charles Faraudo President of 
O.I.T.A.F.    
 
10.15 a.m.Introduction : Dr. Peter Vollmer, 
Chairman of O.I.T.A.F. study committee 4, Di 
recting Manager of the Swiss Association of 
Ropeway Operators  - Schweizerischer Seil-
bahnbetreiberverband – Seilbahnen Schweiz 
- SBS 
 
MODERATOR OF THE SEMINAR :  
Dr. Peter Vollmer 
 
LECTURES: 
 
10:30 a.m.  
”ECONOMIC IMPORTANCE OF ROPEWAY 
INSTALLATIONS AS MEANS OF CONVEY-
ANCE SUPPORTING THE DEVELOPMENT 
OF WINTER TOURISM AS SHOWN BY THE 
EXAMPLE OF “TRYSIL“ 
Bo Halvardsson, CEO. Trysilfjellet 
 
11.15  
VALUE ADDED OF A ROPEWAY COM-
PANY : APPLICATION OF A NEW AP-

PROACH BASED ON THE GROWING 
AWARENESS OF THE ECONOMIC IMPOR-
TANCE OF THE ROPEWAY INDUSTRY 
AND ITS POSITION IN THE NATIONAL 
ECONOMY AS SHOWN BY AN EXAMPLE 
OF ITS APPLICATION IN PRACTICE“ 
 
Dipl. Ing. Peter Huber, Member of the Board 
of the Bayerische Zugspitzbahn Bergbahn AG 
Garmisch Partenkirchen, Member of the 
Board of the German Ropeway Association 
 
12.00  
„SNOW, THE WHITE GOLD OF THE ALPS 
? – THE PRACTICAL IMPORTANCE OF 
SNOW AND ITS CONTRIBUTION TO THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF THE ECONOMY OF 
WINTER SPORTS IN THE ALPS“ 
Mag. Klaus Grabler, Manova  Company 
 
  
12.45 – 13.00.   
QUESTION TIME: Discussion of and re-
plies to questions 
 
13.00 – 14.30   
Break for lunch  
 
14:30    
“ECONOMIC IMPORTANCE OF ROPE-
WAYS AS SHOWN BY THE ECONOMIC 
IMPORTANCE OF ROPEWAYS IN 
FRANCE” 
Jean Charles Simiand  
 
15.15   
„ECONOMIC IMPORTANCE OF ROPE-
WAYS AS SHOWN BY THE ECONOMIC 
IMPORTANCE OF ROPEWAYS IN THE 
USA“ 
Michael Berry, USA.  
 
16.00.  
QUESTION TIME:  
Discussion and replies to questions   
 
16.30.  
CONLUSION 
 
 
O.I.T.A.F. Statistical survey of ropeway in-
stallations  
 
Compilation of statistical surveys of ropeway 
installations is one of the many activities and 
services  O.I.T.A.F.  is required to carry out 
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with a view to achieving the organisations 
aims and scope. 
 
The following countries have so far submitted 
their national statistical surveys : 
 
Germany  Italy 
Switzerland  Japan 
Austria  Poland 
Sweden  Slovakia 
USA  Norway 
Andorra  Portugal 
Hong-Kong  Rumania 
France  Columbia 
Spain  
 
We wish to avail ourselves of this opportunity 
to express our thanks to all authorities and 
associations who have sent us their statistical 
surveys. The ISR have already accepted to 
publish the O.I.T.A.F.  statistical surveys be-
fore the end of 2007. 
 
Recommendations for the re-lubrication of 
ropeway ropes  
 
O.I.T.A.F. study committee 2, chaired by Eric 
Premat, officer of the French supervisory au-
thority, have produced their technical recom-
mendations for the re-lubrication of ropeway 
ropes and have submitted it to the approval of 
the O.I.T.A.F. Management Committee. The 
Management Committee have approved the 
draft at their last meeting held in Milano on 
November 8, 2007. 
The aim of this recommendation is to provide 
practical guidance for the re-lubrication of 
ropes of ropeway installations in. It appears 
from a great variety of investigations on this 
subject that re-lubrication, if carried out prop-
erly in accordance to the specified instruc-
tions increases the lifetime of ropes by pro-
tecting them against the effect of fretting. 
This guide is intended for ropeway manufac-
turers and ropeway operators who will find in 
this guide practical instructions and recom-
mendations of methods to be used to achieve 
perfect results, i.e. guidance for the identifica-
tion of spots or segments of ropes which 
ought to be re-lubricated, guidance for the 
choice of the periods of the year which are 
best suited for the re-lubrication, indication of 
the best suited methods of re-lubrication and 
best lubricants. Actually the guide may be re-
garded as an up to date presentation of the 
present state of the art. 

 
These recommendations have already been 
published in the O.I.T.A.F. homepage and 
may be visited by O.I.T.A.F. members. 
 
Recommendations for the definition of es-
sential safety aspects of unidirectional ae-
rial ropeways.  
O.I.T.A.F. study committee 1 Ropeway engi-
neering and technical recommendations have 
produced these draft recommendations for 
the definition of fundamental safety aspects 
of unidirectional aerial ropeways and have 
submitted their draft to the approval of the 
Management Committee. The Management 
Committee have approved the draft at their 
last meeting held in Milano on November 8, 
2007. The document has already been pub-
lished in the O.I.T.A.F. homepage and may 
be visited by O.I.T.A.F. members. 
The introduction to the approved documents 
reads as follows : 
Pursuant to the teachings of past experience 
which shows that specifications which go into 
extreme detail tend to hamper technical de-
velopment and progress O.I.T.A.F. have as-
signed study committee 1 the task to identify 
fundamental safety aspects which ought to be 
given due consideration in the safety analysis 
of unidirectional aerial ropeways. The docu-
men which they produced is a general survey 
of hazard scenarios of  unidirectional aerial 
ropeway systems. The document gives no 
guidance for and is definitely not concerned 
with the execution of the safety analysis of 
these ropeway systems. 
These recommendations are the result of the 
cooperative work, discussions and contribu-
tions made by experts appointed by or repre-
senting several European supervisory au-
thorities, notified bodies, ropeway manufac-
turers, ropeway designers and research cen-
ters who throughout their work have given 
due consideration to the requirements and 
instructions of the EU Directive 2000/9/EC of 
the European Parliament and Council dated 
March 20, 2000. 
 
It further reads 
Seen that the concerned systems of unidirec-
tional aerial ropeways are designed to carry 
persons, their design, execution, commission-
ing and operation are required to meet the 
essential health and safety requirements. 
Which means with other words that it is nec-
essary to identify all hazard scenarios of the 
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system as a whole, i.e. as composed of sub-
systems and infrastructure, as well as safety 
scenarios of all components which directly af-
fect the faultless  performance of the ropeway 
and the safety and health of all involved per-
sons, passengers and operational staff and 
are actually the hazard scenarios which ought 
to be given due consideration in the safety 
analysis of the concerned ropeway installa-
tion. 
In general the hazard scenarios of subsys-
tems are checked for their completeness by 
the notified body responsible for the confor-
mity assessment procedure. 
 
Scope of the recommendation 
Recommendations specified in this document 
apply to monocable and bicable reversible 
aerial ropeways and are definitely not con-
cerned with the execution of the safety analy-
sis in that they only survey the hazard sce-
narios of reversible aerial ropeways. The sur-
vey covers the following subsystems and 
components as well as the infrastructure and 
operation of reversible aerial ropeways : 
 
 Subsystems 
1 Ropes and rope joints 
 1.1 Ropes 
 1.2 Rope joints 
2 Drives and brakes 
3 Mechanical equipment 
3.1 Tensioning devices 
3.2 Mechanical equipment of stations 
3.3 Mechanical equipment of line struc-

tures 
3.4 Loading band 
4 Vehicles 
4.1 Cabins 
4.2 Chair 
4.3 Suspensions 
4.4 Carrier trucks 
4.5 Connections with the rope 
5 Electrotechnical equipment (not dealt 

with in the survey) 
6 Rescue equipment 
 
Infrastructure 
7 Line structures 
8 Station structures 
 
Operation 
9 Hazard scenarios involved by opera-

tion and operational procedures 
10 Infrastructure 
10.1 Traffic routes 

10.2 Line 
11 External actions 

 
Some constituent parts of the infrastructure 
(such as for instance the track) and the elec-
trotechnical equipment  have not been dealt 
with in this document and hence their inter-
faces have not been listed in the tables, even 
though they  have to be given due considera-
tion in the safety analysis. This is also true for 
the specific project dependent features and 
specific environmental conditions or actions 
of the environment. 
 
We wish to avail ourselves of this opportunity 
to express our sincere thanks to the study 
committee for their commitment and valuable 
work. 
 
O.I.T.A.F. Resolution to request the ex-
emption of ropeway installations from the 
application of the EU Directive on Con-
cessions  
 
In the last issue of O.I.T.A.F.-NEWS we in-
formed our readers that the EU Commission 
have in mind to draft and issue an EU Direc-
tive relating to the award of concessions, in-
cluding concessions for the operation of 
ropeway installations. The O.I.T.A.F. Man-
agement Committee have addressed this is-
sue at the meeting held in Milano on Novem-
ber 8, 2007 and have expressed their worries 
about likely implications of the assimilation of 
concessions awarded for ropeway installa-
tions with concessions awarded for other ac-
tivities, such as for instance the production 
and supply of energy, water supply, public 
transport etc. and their adverse consequence 
for rights conceded to ropeway installations 
and imposed obligations. It is hardly conceiv-
able that new and existing concessions 
granted to a means of conveyance which 
supports the development of tourism should 
be subjected to the obligation of public bid-
ding. This is why O.I.T.A.F. study committee 
4 chaired by H. Kühschelm have decided to 
carry out a comparative survey of enforced 
regulations and conditions for the award of 
concessions and the awarding procedures of 
Austria, Germany, France, Switzerland, Spain 
and Italy. This comparative survey is now 
available in two language versions, i.e. Ger-
man and French. A copy of the survey may 
be obtained from the O.I.T.A.F. Secretariat 
upon request. 
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At their meeting held in Milano on November 
8, 2007 the Management Committee dis-
cussed at length all details of this issue and 
have decided to take the following resolution : 
 

Resolution taken by O.I.T.A.F. 

In respect of the envisaged EU Directive 
on Concessions 

The International Organisation for Transpor-
tation by Rope, O.I.T.A.F. is the international 
organization of ropeway supervisory authori-
ties, ropeway manufacturers, ropeway opera-
tors and ropeway experts 
Having been informed that the European 
Commission has launched an  initiative  to 
draft and issue a directive on concessions for 
public works and services O.I.T.A.F. have 
decided to carry out a study and compile a 
comparative survey of the legal situation in 
member countries of the European Union. 
(Cf.  the enclosed survey) 

 Having completed the study and the survey 
O.I.T.A.F. has come to the conclusion and 
holds the view that the envisaged directive 
cannot be regarded as one  which is applica-
ble to transportation by rope 

Milano, November 8, 2007. 

The Resolution has been submitted to the 
General Direction Internal Market and Ser-
vices of the European Union and to the re-
sponsible commissioner Mr. Mc Creevy. 

 

INTERNATIONAL INFORMATION  

 

EU Directive 2000/EC relating to ropeway 
installations designed to carry persons  

Standing Committee set up in accordance 
with provisions of the EU Directive 2000/9/EC 

The Standing Committee for ropeway installa-
tions designed to carry persons have met for 
their 7th meeting in Brussels on January 28, 
2008. This Standing Committee is account-
able to Unit 1-4 “Enterprise and Industry” of 
the EU Commission and has been assigned 
the function to assist the EU Commission in 
all matters involved by the application of the 
EU directive. The morning meeting of this 
one-day session is reserved for EU member 
states, while the afternoon meeting is a meet-
ing attended by all member states and 

“stakeholders” (O.I.T.A.F., IARM, the Interna-
tional Association of Ropeway Manufacturers, 
FIANET, the International Association of 
Ropeway Operators,  representatives of the 
notified bodies). Seen that stakeholders had 
been offered a chance to attend also the 
morning meeting of the last two sessions of 
the Standing Committee, it is now hoped that 
they would be offered the same possibility in 
future and their attendance at both meeting 
would become a tradition. It should be 
pointed out at any rate that O.I.T.A.F. has 
once more shown the organization’s willing-
ness to contribute to the solution of interna-
tional problems. 

This was the first meeting to be moderated 
representatives of the EU Commission who 
havae been appointed but a short time ago 
i.e. the following representatives of the EU 
Commission : 
- Maria Spillopoulou (Head of the section 

till January 31, 2008) 
- Joaquin Calvo Basaran ( Head of the sec-

tion starting from February 1st, 2008) 
- Johan Renders (Team Leader) 
- Sveva Barbagallo (Desk Officer) 
- Jan Mayerhoefer (Assistant) 
- Christina Gourlet (Secretariat) 
Mrs. Sveva Barbagallo has been assigned 
the responsibility for all matters relating to 
transportation by rope and is hence the ap-
pointed contact person. 

O.I.T.A.F. availed themselves of this opportu-
nity to express the organisation’s gratitude to 
Daniel Bunch, former team leader,  and Mrs 
Belen Arriola Martinez for their commitment 
and shown understanding for the problems of 
our profession. 

The meeting addressed the following impor-
tant issues : 

- Standard EN 12929-2 : “General require-
ments – Part 2 : Additional requirements for 
reversible bicable aerial ropeways without 
carrier truck brakes. 

The Standing Committee have had a first 
exchange of views on German comments 
at their meeting held on January 19, 2006 
but have decided to resume the discussion 
of this issue for formal reasons even though 
the EU Committee 34, the committee next 
above the Standing Committee, has con-
firmed the decision to reject German com-
ments. Hence also the EU Commission 
hold the view that standard EN 12929-2 is 
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perfectly in line with and conform with the 
Directive. 

The Commission however confirmed the 
principle that harmonized standards are not 
by definition necessarily binding standards 
but  have to be conform with the essential 
requirements of the Directive. 

- Definition of the term Main contractor – 
Bauherr – maître d’installation 

Fault was found with the definition used in 
the Directive which was thought to lack pre-
cision and clarity and hence likely to give 
rise to problems of interpretation, in particu-
lar with regard to the responsibility for 
safety analysis and safety reports and 
hence the control of safety components. 

The Commission holds the view that this is-
sue ought to be dealt with by the future 
ADCO, the Administrative Cooperation 
Group for Market Supervision. 

- RfU (Recommendations for Use) for notified 
bodies 

The purpose pursued by the notified bodies 
in seeking an agreement on RfUs is the 
achievement of uniform certification proce-
dures for safety components and subsys-
tems of ropeway installations. Hence RfUs 
are the result of agreements reached in 
special meetings of the notified bodies ar-
ranged by the EU Commission in Brussels. 
All agreed RfUs are submitted to the Stand-
ing Committee. So far 6 draft RfUs have 
been drafted and so far agreement has 
been reached on the following ones : 

RfU Nr. 001 :  
Desig Review,  
Principle Definition of the fundamental prin-
ciples of the design review 
 
RfU Nr. 002 :  
Design Review of EDP supported dimen-
sioning calculations. 
Definition of criteria for the execution of the 
review of the design and EDP supported 
dimensioning calculations 
 
RfU Nr. 003 :  
List of certificates, EC type examination 
certificates, quality systems approvals for 
safety components and subsystems 
Procedures for the exchange of information 
between notified bodies according to Annex 
V and Annex VII of the Directive 2000/9/EC 

RfU Nr. 004 :  
as been cancelled 
 

The following RfUs have been submitted to 
the consideration of the last session of the 
Standing Committee : 

RfU Nr 005 :  
Review of certificates, conformity declara-
tions, quality system approvals for safety 
components and subsystems 
Minimum information to be given in certifi-
cates. 
The approval of this RfU has been post-
poned 

RfU Nr. 006 ;  
Safety components and modules 
Agreement on modules to be used by noti-
fied bodies for safety components produced 
by subcontractors 
This RfU has been approved 
 

RfU Nr. 007 :  
Technical files for the assessment of 
conformity of safety components according 
to modules B, G and H 
Minimum information to be given in confor-
mity assessment technical files  
Approval of this RfU has been postponed 

 

- Administrative Co-operation group, ADCO 
 It has been suggested to set up another 

working group composed of delegates 
appointed by EU member countries simi-
lar to the working groups which have al-
ready been set up in conformity with pro-
visions of other EU directives. The work-
ing group was to be given the assignment 
to exchange information on market su-
pervision and to this end convene annual 
meetings of all member countries. The 
main purpose pursued by this exchange 
of information is the application of harmo-
nized procedures in all member countries. 
It is hoped that a member country will ac-
cept to organize the first meeting of 
ADCO no later than in 2009. If no country 
volunteers and responds to the enquiry a 
meeting will be anyway organized in 
2008. 

 
 

- Harmonized standards 
The Commission informed the meeting 
that all harmonized standards relating to 
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safety requirements for ropeway installa-
tions designed to carry persons have 
been published in the Official Journal of 
the European Communities (271/11) on 
November 14, 2007 (including the stan-
dard for carriers 13/96) 
Two papers presented by the representa-
tives of the EU commission have rounded 
up the day’s programme. The first paper 
was a report on the latest developments 
of legal provisions of the European Par-
liament and Council relating to the new 
approach directives, the second paper a 
presentation of the distinguishing features 
of the Directive relating to ropeway instal-
lations versus features of the Machinery 
Directive.  

 
New legal provisions of the European 
Parliament and Council relating to new 
approach directives.    
In this paper particular stress has been 
laid on the fact that many of the new ap-
proach directives passed in the last 20 
years have not given the hoped for re-
sults. Even though they may be regarded 
as having been successful in promoting 
the establishment of a free market within 
Europe, their application has not always 
been as satisfactory as it had been hope 
for. It appears that it is rather difficult to 
achieve a coherent transposition which is 
mindful of the reality of facts. Market su-
pervision carried out by member states 
and their criteria for the accreditation of 
notified bodies are two sets of problems 
which ought to be mentioned.  1800 noti-
fied bodies have been accredited so far. 
Efforts are being made to harmonize ac-
creditation criteria for and the control over 
notified bodies, and of course to achieve 
a uniform application of regulations in all 
EU member states by developing a uni-
form frame of regulations. Another goal to 
be achieved is the improvement of the 
competitiveness of the EU economic area 
versus other economic areas and to this 
end develop certification and with the help 
of certification improve the credibility of 
CE marking. 
This does not mean that the existing sys-
tem has to be changed. It simply needs to 
be strengthened and supported by appro-
priate regulatory decisions taken by the 
European Parliament and Council. 

What are the likely consequences for the 
EU Directive relating to ropeway installa-
tions ? 
No fundamental changes are likely in the 
immediate future, but almost certain that 
fundamental aspects of the directives will 
be subjected to a more stringent review. 
Should this critical assessment show that 
an amendment is necessary, in particular 
amendment of provisions on market su-
pervision and accreditation of notified 
bodies, the necessary steps will no doubt 
be taken to eliminate existing shortcom-
ings. 
For detailed information readers are ad-
vised to visit the EU homepage 
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/newapproa
ch/review_en.htm 

 
Distinguishing features of the EU Direc-
tive relating to ropeway installations ver-
sus  features of the Machinery Directive 
Mr. Fraser, officer in charge of matters 
arising from the Machinery Directive 
submitted a short paper to illustrate the 
differences between the two directives. 
He pointed out in particular that according 
to the provisions of art. 3 of the Machinery 
Directive all ropeway installations men-
tioned in the scope of the Directive relat-
ing to ropeway installations are excluded 
from the field of application of the Ma-
chinery Directive. 
Which means that ropeway installations 
which are not mentioned in the scope of 
the Directive relating to ropeway installa-
tions, and in particular all material han-
dling ropeways have to comply with re-
quirements specified in the Machinery Di-
rective if they are not explicitly excluded 
from that directive’s field of application. 
Mr. Fraser further declared that the so-
called “loading bands” used as means of 
up-hill conveyance in ski areas, are gov-
erned by the provisions of the Machinery 
Directive. Notwithstanding that, he 
pointed out, national regulations which 
are not in contrast with the provisions of 
the Machinery Directive preserve their va-
lidity. 
 

- Reports submitted to the Commission  
The presentation of these papers was fol-
lowed by a report submitted by Mr. 
Blanco 
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chairman of the working group of the noti-
fied bodies set up in Brussels by the EU 
Commission, on the activities of his 
group. Mr. Blanco informed the meeting 
that his group met twice in 2007  to dis-
cuss and draft the three RfUs mentioned 
above. At present the group are exchang-
ing views on the application of the module 
H and the marking of ropes. 
 

Thereafter Jacques Laravoire submitted a 
report on the progress of the standardiza-
tion work (Cf CEN standards) 

 

CEN standards  
 

 
 

The president of CEN TC 242, Jacques Laravoire, 
submits his report. 

 
In submitting his report Jacques Laravoire 
stressed in particular the fact that H. Brug-
ger’s regular attendance at meetings of the 
technical committee has permitted 
O.I.T.A.F.’s to be fully involved in and take 
part in all activities developed by the technical 
committee. Besides that the reports on com-
mittee’s activities which H. Brugger regularly 
publishes in the O.I.T.A.F.-NEWS permit all 
readers to follow up and to get a precise idea 
of all developed activities. 
J. Laravoire handed out the enclosed docu-
ment (Cf. enclosure) which is a survey of all 
European standards which have so far been 
published under the contractual agreement 
entered by the EU Commission and CEN by 
virtue of which CEN was given the mandate 
(called the mandate M 300 in the Commis-
sion’s terminology) to draft harmonized Euro-
pean standards. The results of two additional 
activities which are still in progress, i.e. one 
related to the safety at work and the other to 
Transportation of handicapped persons are 

still missing in this survey  the committee hav-
ing agreed to continue discussions of these 
subjects in connection with the revision of 
published standards which is due, should the 
need arise, five years after the publication of 
this committee’s standards. 

The letters EN preceding the title of listed 
standards stand for European Standard 
(norme européenne). All drafts of European 
standards which have been approved by the 
responsible technical committee and have 
passed all stages of the procedure specified 
in the CEN Regulations (in particular the pub-
lic enquiry and the final vote) are submitted to 
the final approval of the CEN General Secre-
tariat. Jacques Laravoire also pointed out that 
all European standards relating to safety re-
quirements for ropeway installations designed 
to carry persons have also the status of a 
“harmonized standard” seen that they have 
been commissioned by the EU Commission 
(i.e. mandate given by the EU Commission) 
and are intended as a supporting document 
meant to facilitate the transposition of the 
European Directive relating to ropeway instal-
lations designed to carry persons 2000/9/EC. 
The official recognition of the status of a 
“harmonized standard”, i.e. its publication in 
the Official Journal of the European Commu-
nities, involves the following advantages  : if a 
ropeway installation (or parts of it) complies 
with safety requirements of one or more than 
one harmonized standards the ropeway in-
stallation or its constituent parts are pre-
sumed to comply with essential safety re-
quirements of the EU Directive. Harmonized 
European standards are hence one of the 
guiding instruments to be referred to by 
ropeway supervisory authorities, ropeway 
manufacturers and ropeway operators as 
guideline permitting to ensure perfect compli-
ance with essential safety requirements. 
The date specified next to each listed stan-
dard is the date of its formal approval by the 
CEN General Secretariat. Under the provi-
sions of the agreements entered by CEN and 
CEN member organisations (i.e. the national 
standards institutions such as for instance 
UNI, AFNOR, DIN, BSI etc.)all  member or-
ganisation are bound to give EN standards, 
whether they are harmonized or not, the 
status of a national standard. They are not 
permitted to amend whatsoever.. 
In the second part of his presentation J. Lara-
voire reported on the progress of current ac-
tivities of CEN TC 242. 
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1. Pursuant to a request submitted by the 
French delegation CEN TC 242 have de-
cided to add loading bands to the commit-
tee’s work programme. The draft has al-
ready been submitted to the technical 
committee for approval and release for 
the probatory enquiry. Linking up to this 
question president  Faraudo informed the 
meeting that he had met Mrs. Barbagallo 
(who has been appointed responsible of-
ficers for matters involved by the EU Di-
rective relating to ropeway installations 
designed to carry persons and successor 
to Mrs. Martinez-Arriola)  who has in-
formed him that CEN had not yet replied 
to a letter addressed to CEN in June 2007 
relating to the controversial issue of the 
reference directive for the status of a 
harmonized standard for loading bands, 
i.e. the Machinery Directive or the Direc-
tive for ropeway installations designed to 
carry persons, or either directive. In the 
meantime the EU Commission has offi-
cially declared that loading bands are 
governed by the provisions of the Ma-
chinery Directive. 

 
2. The Technical Committee have also de-

cided to address the proposal submitted 
by the Swedish member to standardize 
information and warning signs put up in 
stations and along the track to inform and 
warn users of ropeway installations. I. 
Karl having observed that there is already 
an ISO standard for information and 
warning signs and asked what would be 
the position of CEN TC 242 with regard to 
the ISO standard, J. Laravoire declared 
that the responsible working group would 
have to tackle this problem in the very 
first stage of their work. 

 
3. Maintenance of standards. This is an ab-

solutely necessary and essential task 
which the technical committee has en-
trusted to a special team, the former “pro-
ject group” who had been assigned, in the 
past years the task to coordinate the work 
of working groups who have produced the 
standards which have been published in 
the meantime. Having been given the 
new assignment this special team is re-
quired to identify problems brought about 
or which might be brought about by the 
publication of standards :  problems re-
lated to the wording, correction of evident 

errors, unclear or ambiguous wording  
which must be clarified or given a correct 
interpretation, additional technical clarifi-
cations. Whenever the need arises the 
working groups which have drafted the 
published standards will be given a 
chance to contribute to the solution of all 
arising problems. This however has given 
birth to another difficulty which is already 
being dealt with in the hope that is should 
be possible to find an acceptable solution. 
The difficulty is due to the fact that many 
experts who have served on working 
groups in the past are no longer available 
or no longer working, which means that it 
is necessary to reconstitute the con-
cerned working groups by appointing new 
members. Last but not least, and by way 
of a conclusion, J. Laravoire said that the 
technical committee may decide anytime 
to tackle the revision of a standard should 
it become apparent that many points 
need to be revised and rewritten or 
whenever individual members have asked 
the technical committee to make a revi-
sion. And in taking such a decision the 
technical committee need not necessarily 
wait until the period of 5 years which is 
specified in CEN regulations has elapsed. 

 
 

ACTIVITIES OF O.I.T.A.F. STUDY COM-
MITTEES 

 
O.I.T.A.F. STUDY COMMITTEE 1 : Ropeway 
technique and technical recommendations. 
Chairman of the committee: Dipl. Ing. Dr. Pe-
ter Sedivy, Bundesministerium für Verkehr, 
Innovation und Technologie. 
Dr. P. Sedivy has submitted the following re-
port : O.I.T.A.F. study committee 1 have 
completed their draft recommendation for the 
definition of fundamental safety aspects of 
unidirectional aerial ropeways. The identifica-
tion hazard situations of the great variety of 
specific components and subsystems of uni-
directional aerial ropeway has taken quite a 
long time and is the reason why it has actu-
ally taken several years to finalize the draft. 
The publication of the approved recommen-
dation is pending. 
The study committee have decided to make 
the same exercise and identify all hazard 
scenarios of reversible aerial ropeways and 
have tackled the new subject without further 
delay. Indeed, accepting an invitation ex-
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tended by the company Leitner they had a 
first meeting on reversible aerial ropeways on 
January 8, 2008 in Vipiteno. The study com-
mittee hope to finalize this second recom-
mendation within the year seen that the fun-
damental approach to this subject matter, 
which has taken so much time to define, is 
now clearly defined and ready to be used for 
the definition of fundamental safety aspects 
of reversible aerial ropeways. The exercise 
will actually consist in some adjustments for 
specific components and groups of compo-
nents. This time it does not seem to be nec-
essary to share out the work and to assign 
the task to prepare the list of hazard scenar-
ios of specific components or subsystems to 
individual members of the committee. At their 
meeting in Vipiteno the committee agreed the 
general work programme and have already 
taken some decisions. The next meeting of 
the committee is scheduled to take place in 
Vienna on April 15 and 16, 2008. 

 
O.I.T.A.F. STUDY COMMITTEE 2 : Charac-
teristics and inspection of ropes 
Chairman of the committee Eric Premat, 
STRMTG – Supervisory authority, France 

 

 
 

Members of study committee 2 visit the EMPA labora-
tory 

 
The meeting was attended by 21 members of 
the committee. The main item of the meet-
ing’s agenda was an assessment of the out-
come of two research projects launched by 
the Swiss Federal Office for Transports after 
the accident of the Schilthornbahn. The two 
main points the meeting has addressed are 
the following ones : 

 
1) Torsion tests of wires carried out before 

the twisting of the rope 

Inadequate representative ness may be 
regarded as the main shortcoming of the  
ISO 7800 standard torsion test, a short-
coming which in turn is  due to the fact 
that specifications of test conditions lack 
precision. Test results are not reliable and 
cannot be used for comparative investiga-
tions. The committee have decided to 
proceed by steps and start by surveying 
the different methods which are used to 
carry out this test and thereafter, in a 
second step, to assess the precision of 
the specifications of the EN standard. 
Members have agreed to carry out tests 
in their laboratories so as to get an idea of 
the degree or rather extent of uncertain-
ties of test results and possibly suggest 
ways and means to improve measure-
ment methods and results and the relative 
test report. 

 
2) Cast sockets 

Members of committee 2 have tried to as-
sess exactly the present state of the art of 
the socket pouring techniques which is 
being used to make metal cast and resin 
cast sockets. As for the latter ones, it 
should be pointed out that they have not 
been dealt with in the standards of CEN 
TC 242.  The discussion has shown that 
cast resin sockets (most of them made 
with polyester resins) offer many an ad-
vantage, in particular the ease of applica-
tion on the building site, their good resis-
tance to temperature variations, high fa-
tigue resistance and absence of problems 
with lubricants. Therefore it seems to be 
worth while to see the convenience of 
grasping the chance offered by the revi-
sion of standards published by CEN TC 
242 to submit the proposal to add this 
resin based socket casting technique to 
the scope of concerned standards.   
 

3) Vibrations 
The committee have decided to tackle 
this problem after having received infor-
mation about instability problems of  an 
aerial ropeway in Tenerife. The problem 
is as present being tackled with the help 
of harmonic analyses which are carried 
out to see whether the problem is due to 
the icing of ropes. The results of these in-
vestigations will be discussed by the 
committee as soon as they are made 
available. 
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4) Research projects of the Swiss Federal 

Office for Transports 
�  Research project 1 : Assessment of 

the corrosion of track ropes 
�  Research project 2 : Assessment of 

rope inspection procedures 
 

At their meeting in Milano all members of the 
committee agreed in saying that the rope in-
spection is an investment and that hence an 
international project which is carried out with 
a view to assessing the present state of the 
art of the inspection equipment and permits to 
collect information about experience so far 
made, collect information about measure-
ments which are being made, assess the pro-
fessional training and qualification of the staff 
as well as to assess the quality of tests and 
controls is a valuable and promising invest-
ment which takes care of the interests of all 
persons concerned with transportation by 
rope. 

 
The meeting in Zurich has thus offered an 
opportunity to examine the situation at great 
length and detail and to assess the progress 
of the research work which has been done so 
far. 

 
a) Research project 1 : Assessment of 

the corrosion of track ropes 
After the accident of the Schilthornbahn 
EMPA started to investigate the phenom-
ena of hydrogen induced stress corrosion. 
Investigations so far made clearly show 
that : 
�  It would seem that we have only lim-

ited knowledge of this type of corro-
sion which develops only if a sensitive 
material is subjected to stress and 
placed in a corrosive environment. 

�  Even if the accident of the Schilthorn-
bahn may seem to be quite an excep-
tional event, it ought to be pointed out 
that inspections carried out in Switzer-
land have revealed that eight ropeway 
installations are affected by the symp-
toms of the same pathology. Hence it 
is no doubt worth while to give this 
phenomenon additional thought, to in-
vestigate and to try to characterize it. 

�  Different techniques and measuring 
devices have been used to assess the 
state of the rope surface and the rope 
microstructures. 

�  The analysis of lubricants is of little 
use in that it does not permit to   fol-
low up the process of the internal cor-
rosion of the rope 

�  It is important to develop a mobile 
measuring equipment. EMPA is trying 
to develop such an equipment and 
having done intend to specify the 
principles of the validation tests. 

 
  The committee have shown to be very 
much interested and are looking forward 
to hearing more about the progress of in-
vestigations, the results of the next stages 
of the project and in particular those re-
garding the development of a mobile 
measuring equipment. 

 
b) Research project 2 : Assessment of 

rope inspection procedures 
The company Doosan Babcock Energy, a 
subcontractor of EMPA, has been asked 
to carry out a detailed in depth study of 
the present state of the art of rope inspec-
tions, the conceptual approach and meth-
ods of rope inspection. 
 
The assignment given to that company 
includes the following investigations : 
�  regulatory requirements and current 

inspection methods 
�  current and potential rope inspection 

techniques 
�  measuring equipment 
�  approach to the professional training 

and the certification of controllers 
�  feedback of made experience and of 

the different views on this subject 
�  Survey of test results, if any 
 
Doosen Babcok Energy has already or-
ganized talks with several members of 
study committee 2  who are nationals of 
different European countries and have 
thus roused their interest for this subject 
matter. 

 
These contacts have shown that 
- people have quite a wide knowledge 

of and information on rope inspection, 
knowledge and information that must 
be collected and combined into a 
whole 

- magnetographic tests have already 
been carried out, in particular mag-
netographic tests of mine ropes, but 
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their test results diverge very much 
from one another 

- the lack of sound and reliable results 
does not permit to circumscribe the 
real efficiency and limits of these 
techniques and their utility for rope in-
spections 

- visual inspection of ropes is not per-
ceived in a homogeneous way and 
varies from one country to another 

- the regular follow-up of rope inspec-
tors’ capacities and qualification is still 
a problem 

- contacts have also shown that it is 
necessary to give thought to writing 
draft recommendations for rope in-
spections 

 
Members of study committee 2 confirmed 
their willingness to support the project 
and declared that in their view there is a 
bad need for close collaboration and that 
for this reason they are eager to read the 
Doosen Babcock report. 
 
Even though the meeting’s discussion 
was mainly a discussion of the advan-
tages offert by this international project 
some members recalled that some issues 
have yet to be clarified before the work is 
started : organisation and finances (coor-
dination, financial coverage, integration 
and organization of two activities, i.e. 
study committee’s usual activities and ac-
tivities involved by this project, transpar-
ency of the new activity i.e. and its  con-
sistency with standard and activities of 
CEN TC 242. 
 
It has been suggested to discuss all these 
issues in Trento, where the committee will 
meet the next time. 
 

5.   Next meeting : Accepting an invitation ex-
tended by LATIF study committee 2 have 
decided to meet in Trento on February 28 
and 29, 2008. 
 
 

O.I.T.A.F. STUDY COMMITTEE 3 : Electrical 
equipment and components of ropeway in-
stallations. 
Chairman of the committee : Dipl. Ing. Fredy 
Land, Federal Office for Transports, Switzer-
land 

The chairman of the committee has submitted 
the following report : 

 
Membership situation 
Having approved the admission of an addi-
tional member the committee is now com-
posed of 18 members. 
Even nowadays it is rather difficult to find mo-
tivated young experts who accept to step in 
for members who resign their membership for 
having reached the pensioning age limit. 
The committee were quite fortunate that a 
representative of the German ropeway opera-
tors, Christian Hauber, operator of the Fell-
hornbahn in Oberstorf, has decided to join the 
committee and step in lieu of Peter Huber. 
The Austrian delegation has also a new 
member, i.e. Elmar Fuchs, who represents an 
important Austrian ropeway manufacturer 
whose works and headquarters are in the 
Austrian Vorarlberg. 
France is represented by two representatives 
of ropeway manufacturers. 
Unfortunately lately Italy was represented by 
only one expert i.e. the expert appointed by 
the supervisory authority in Bolzano, while 
the two representatives of the Italian ropeway 
manufacturers hardly ever turned up. The 
committee believe that it might be of great in-
terest to have a representative of the impor-
tant ropeway manufacturer whose headquar-
ters and works are in the Italian Alto Adige 
(southern Tyrol) serving on this committee. 

 
Report on the activity of study committee  
Abiding by their old tradition the committee 
met twice in 2007, The first meeting was held 
in Winterthur from April 23 to April 25, the 
second meeting in Annecy from September 
10 to 12. 
The committee addressed the following is-
sues : 

 
Exchange of information 
The habitual highly instructive exchange 
of information on extraordinary events 
and disorders brought about by the elec-
trical equipment of ropeway installations 
is a permanent item of the agenda of this 
committee’s meetings. The description of 
disorders and event is extremely helpful 
in that the teachings of the described 
events permit an early detection of weak 
points of the ropeway installation. 
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Application of the EU Directive 
2000/9/EC 
- Practical experience made with the 

application of the Directive 
- Evaluation of certification procedures 

and interfaces 
- Application of EN standards 13223 

and 13243 
- Assessment of interfaces 
- Technical files of characteristic fea-

tures of subsystems and safety com-
ponents 

- Site tests of ropeway installations car-
ried out by a notified body or respon-
sible authority 

 
CEN standards  
- Harmonisation and application in EU 

member countries 
- Application of standard EN 1709 / 

12408 (maintenance) 
- Application of standards EN 13223 

and EN 13243 
- Categories of service requirements 

and relative classification (according 
to Annex C in EN 13243) 

- Assessment of interfaces 
- Hazard scenarios 
- Technical files of characteristic fea-

tures of subsystems and safety com-
ponent 

- Site tests of ropeway installations car-
ried out by a notified body or respon-
sible authority 

 
Signalling and storage of disorders 
and operating status 
Progress report on the activity of the ad 
hoc working group 
The ad hoc working group met once in 
2007 in Bolzano. 
 
Outlook 2008  
The committee have decided to convene 
two meetings in 2008. The first was 
scheduled to take place from April 14 to 
16 in Oberstorf (D) and the second will 
convene in Austria in autumn. There is a 
good chance that the issues mentioned 
above will constitute the center of gravity 
of an interesting and interested exchange 
of views and constitute a permanent item 
of the agenda of future meetings. Besides 
the discussion of the above issues com-
mittee 3, pursuant to the information 
given last autumn to the Secretary Gen-

eral, are expected to give a priority to the 
discussion of hazard scenarios of compo-
nents of the electrical equipment so as to 
fill the gap which has been left open in the 
recommendation drafted by O.I.T.A.F. 
study committee 1. 
On June 1st, 2008 I am going into early 
retirement, which means that I shall no 
longer be working for the Federal Office 
for Transports and no longer represent 
the Federal Office. Yet I have in mind to 
take up work in summer with a private 
ropeway company and with the members’ 
agreement I will be happy to continue to 
chair study committee 3. 
 
 

O.I.T.A.F. STUDY COMMITTEE 4 :  Legal, 
Administrative, Economic and Statistical Mat-
ters 
Chairman of the committee : Dr. Horst Küh-
schelm, Österreichisches Bundesministerium 
für Verkehr, Innovation und Technologie   

 His successor, Peter Vollmer, General Man-
ager of the Swiss Ropeway Association, 
SBB, is to take office as future chairman of 
study committee 4 in 2008. 

  
 The chairman of the committee has sent us 

the following report 
 The 61st meeting of the O.I.T.A.F. study 

committee on legal, administrative, economic 
and statistical matters has been convened in 
Berne on October 17, 2007. 

 
 Technical arrangements for the O.I.T.A.F. 

seminar 2008 on the economic importance of 
transportation by rope which is scheduled to 
take place on June 27, 2008 in Oslo, immedi-
ately after the General Assembly of O.I.T.A.F. 
were the main issue the committee have dis-
cussed in that meeting. Excellent experts of 
high prestige have accepted to present lec-
tures, i.e. Bo Halvardsson (N) who will pre-
sent a lecture on the Economic Importance of 
Transportation by Rope as a means of con-
veyance supporting the development of tour-
ism as shown by a Norwegian development 
model area, Mag. Klaus Grabler (A) who is to 
lecture on the Importance of Snow for the de-
velopment of winter tourism in the Alps as 
seen by a marketing expert, Michael Berry 
(USA) who is to lecture on the Importance of 
Transportation by Rope in the Economy of 
the USA, Dipl. Ing. Peter Huber (D)  who has 
agreed to lecture on the Value added of a 
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ropeway company as shown by the applica-
tion of a new approach in everyday practice, 
and last but not least a lecture presented by 
Jean Charles Simiand on the Economic Im-
portance of Transportation by Rope in 
France. 
Peter Vollmer, managing director of the Swiss 
Ropeway Association has accepted to mod-
erate the seminar. 
 
Dr. H. Kühschelm informed the meeting that 
he has decided to resign his office as chair-
man of Study Committee 4 and recalled that 
in 2006 he had already resigned his office as 
head of the Austrian supervisory authority. 

 

 
 

H. Kühschelm  expresses P. Vollmer his congratula-
tions for the new assignment 

 
 

WORKING GROUP “Environment Forum” 
set up by O.I.T.A.F. study committee 4 
Convener of the working group : Techn. Rat. 
Dipl. Ing. Michael Manhart, Lech am Arlberg 
 
Michael Manhart submitted the following re-
port 
The O.I.T.A.F. Environment Forum met in Vi-
enna on November 12, 2007  to finalize and 
adopt the paper the Forum had been discuss-
ing for many years. It is both a framework pa-
per which encompasses several specific envi-
ronmental implications of transportation by 
rope, of ropeway installations and their infra-
structure and a recommendation for meas-
ures that can be taken by the ropeway indus-
try to protect the environment. The document 
which lays down the basic principles will be 
submitted to the consideration and approval 
of study committee 4 and of the Management 
Committee of O.I.T.A.F. and after that re-
leased for publication. In-depth essays on the 

different environmental issues will be entered 
into internet as links of the framework paper 
even though the members of the Forum feel 
that some of the issues require additional 
consideration and discussion. Which means 
that the Forum will continue to discuss these 
specific issues, as well as other specific top-
ics yet to be added to the Forum’s work pro-
gramme and pursuant to Mr. Faraudo’s pro-
posal will expand the discussion beyond 
O.I.T.A.F.s statutory field of activities. All 
members of the Environmental Forum hold 
the view that the discussion of environmental 
issues is fundamental for the economy of the 
transportation by rope. 
 
O.I.T.A.F. STUDY COMMITEE 6 :  Opera-
tional Optimization of Aerial and Surface 
Ropeway Installations 
Chairman of the Committee: Mauro Joyeusaz 
M. Joyeusaz submitted the following report : 
In the second half of 2007 the committee met 
in Grindelwald for a three day meeting from 
September 20 to 22. 
We wish to avail ourselves of this opportunity 
to express our sincere thanks to Fulvio Sar-
tori, officer of the Swiss Ropeway Association 
and F. Mayer, officer of SUVA, who have 
made all the necessary arrangements and 
have done an excellent work. 
14 members of the committee have come to 
this meeting and continued their exchange of 
views in a most agreeable surrounding. 
They continued in particular their exchange of 
view on “Guidelines for the Development, 
Review and Application of a Rescue Plan”. 
Attempts have been made in particular to-
wards a precise definition of the following 
terms and notions : 
- The  hierarchic system  permitting  to start 

and direct rescue operations 
- methods, terms, suppliers, addressees 

and content of the information which has 
to be transmitted in the case of an 
evacuation 

- methods to be used to estimate the nec-
essary number of evacuation teams to be 
provided for in the evacuation plan 

- duration time of rescue operations 
 

The committee have also finalized the draft 
for the chapter relating to the execution of 
rescue operations and defined in particular 
the following stages of the operation : 
- stoppage of the ropeway and decision to 

start the evacuation 
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- first measures 
- evacuation of passengers trapped in car-

riers 
- repatriation of passengers to a safe place 

and ending the rescue operation 
 
Thereafter the committee decided to draft the 
following chapters : 
- Refurbishment and maintenance 
- Evaluation of the evacuation plan and of 

its execution 
 

It has been decided to convene the next 
meetings on 
May 3 and 4, 2008 in Aosta (I) and 
June 9 and 10, 2008 in Vienna (A) 

 
 

Ad hoc working group on Recommenda-
tions for operating instructions for the 
transportation of atypical objects and 
handicapped persons  
Convener of the working group: Dr. Ing. 
Mauro Joyeusaz, Technical Manager of Cerv-
ino AG (Aosta) 
M Joyeusaz submitted the following report : 
The Executive Committee of O.I.T.A.F. have 
decided at their meeting held in Zürich on 
January 26, 2007 to set up a new working 
group composed of members of O.I.T.A.F. 
study committee 4 and O.I.T.A.F. study 
committee 6 and assign it the task to draft 
recommendations for special transports to be 
carried out with the help of ropeway installa-
tions, i.e. transportation of specific categories 
of passengers (handicapped persons, chil-
dren etc.) and transportation of specific ob-
jects (mountain bikes, delta planes, cumber-
some objects etc.). 
The first meeting of the ad hoc working group 
was held in the office of the Swiss Ropeway 
Association in Berne on October 16, 2007. 
The working group addressed first the prob-
lem of handicapped persons, a problem hav-
ing a topical importance, because there is an 
increasing number of handicapped persons 
who demand to be given the chance to use a 
ropeway installation and to use ski-runs. The 
working group have also decided to address 
first the problem of handicapped persons be-
cause the public opinion and institutions are 
highly sensitive to issues of the kind. 
The working group adopted as their working 
document the regulations which have been 
enforced in France, France being the country 

which has attached great importance to this 
problem and to trends of its development. 
Having first established several disability 
categories the working group discussed next 
the access criteria which have to be met to 
permit handicapped persons to take a rope-
way. The third step consisted in defining crite-
ria for the evaluation of the aids to be used by 
the various categories of handicapped per-
sons depending on the system of the rope-
way installation. 

 
The working group decided to convene the 
next meeting in Zürich on January 28, 2008. 

 
 

Ad hoc working group on Recommenda-
tions for the Relocation of existing rope-
way installations  
Convener of the working : Martin Leitner 
(Leitner Ltd.) 
 

 
 

The group at the work 
 
We have already informed our readers in the 
last issue of O.I.T.A.F.-NEWS that the 
O.I.T.A.F. Management Committee have de-
cided to set up an ad hoc working group and 
assign it the task to draft recommendations 
for the relocation of existing ropeway installa-
tions. 
Draft recommendations are concerned with 
high level ski-tows, fixed grip and detachable 
grip unidirectional monocable aerial ropeways 
designed to carry persons. 
The principal purpose pursued by this initia-
tive is the definition of uniform criteria for the 
construction and operation of ropeway instal-
lation which are moved from one to another 
site within one and the same country or from 
one into another country. 
These recommendations are intended for 
countries which do not have national regula-
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tions for the relocation of ropeway installa-
tions or have but partial or imperfect regula-
tions relating to the relocation of ropeway in-
stallations.  
The working group is composed of members 
representing the supervisory authorities (4 
members), ropeway operators ( 4 members),  
ropeway manufacturers (3 members) and the 
Secretary General of O.I.T.A.F. having the 
function of an expert. The working group has 
met in Milano (I) on November 7, 2007 and in 
Vipiteno (I) on January 9, 2008. 
In both these meetings members exchanged 
views on a first draft recommendation pro-
duced by IARM, decided several amend-
ments so as to produce a draft which would 
meet the favour of almost all members. There 
is still one question which needs to be ad-
dressed, i.e. the age of the existing ropeway 
installation. 
The document is to contain the following 
chapters : 
1) Introduction 
2) Scope 
3) Definitions 
4) Requirements to be met 

-  Age of the existing ropeway installa-
tion 

-   Technical documentation of the con-
cerned ropeway installation 

-   Evaluation of the concerned ropeway 
installation 

-   Relocation of the ropeway installation 
-   Regulations applicable to erection and 

assembly 
-   Additional components to be used 
-   Commissioning of the relocated rope-

way installation 
-   Safety at work 
-   Operation 

The working group hope to finalize the 
draft recommendation in time for its submis-
sion to the next meeting of the Management 
Committee. 
 
 
FUTURE EVENTS 
Meetings of  O.I.T.A.F. bodies (thus far agreed) 
 
Management Committee April 10, 2008 in Bolzano 
 June 26, 2008 in Oslo 
 

Executive Committee yet to be agreed 
 
General Assembly June 27, 2008 in Oslo 
 
O.I.T.A.F. Seminar June 27, 2008 in Oslo 
 
Study Committee 1 April 15 and 16, 2008 in Vienna 
 
Study Committee 2 February 28 and 29, 2008 in Trento 
 
Study Committee 3 April 14-16, 2008 in Oberstorf 
 
Study Committee 4 Mai 27 – 28 in Salzburg (A) 
Working group 
Environment Forum yet to be agreed 
 
Study Committee 6 March 3 and 4, 2008 in Aosta  
  

 
O.I.T.A.F. IN INTERNET 
Retrieval of files, a facility offered to O.I.T.A.F. mem-
bers only. 
O.I.T.A.F. members may now accede directly and load 
down O.I.T.A.F Technical Recommendations and pa-
pers produced by O.I.T.A.F. study committees in pas 
years. Have a try. Member may also load down anytime 
the last issue of O.I.T.A.F.-NEWS.All you need to do is 
to enter the password which has been posted to you. 

 
General Information 
Access to the German, English, French, Italian, Span-
ish, Portuguese, Russian, Chinese or Japanese version 
of the O.I.T.A.F. website is obtained by entering the ad-
dress http://www.oitaf.org. The webside provides the 
following information : 
·  What is O.I.T.A.F all about 
·  Structure of O.I.T.A.F. 
·  O.I.T.A.F. statute 
·  Activities of O.I.T.A.F. 
·  NEWS and other information about O.I.T.A.F. 
·  O.I.T.A.F.-NEWS 
·  O.I.T.A.F. bodies and their members 
·  O.I.T.A.F. committees 
·  Technical Recommendations, papers and statistical 

surveys produced by O.I.T.A.F. 
·  Lectures delivered to O.I.T.A.F. seminars 
Should you wish additional  information please send an 

e-mail to info@oitaf.org 
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O.I.T.A.F. Secretariat 
I – 39100 BOLZANO, VIA Crispi, 10 
Tel. ++39-0471-414600   
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e-mail : H.Brugger@alice.it or 
info@oitaf.org  
 
If not otherwise specified text and layout by the Secre-
tary General of O.I.T.A.F. 
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CEN STANDARTS 
Appendix to 2and edition of O.I.T.A.F. NEWS 2007 
 

EN Safety recommendations for cableway installations designed to carry persons 

1907-2005 Terminology 

12929-1:2004 General requirements – Part 1: Requirements applicable for all installations 

12929-2:2004 General requirements - Part 2: Additional requirements for reversible bicable aerial ropeways 
without carrier truck brakes 

12930 :2004 Calculations 

12927-1:2004 Ropes - Part 1: Selection criteria for ropes and their end fixings 

12927-2:2004 Ropes - Part 2: Safety factors 

12927-3:2004 Ropes - Part 3: Long splicing of 6 strand hauling, carrying hauling and towing ropes 

12927-4:2004 Ropes - Part 4: End fixings 

12927-5:2004 Ropes - Part 5: Storage, transportation, installation and tensioning 

12927-6:2004 Ropes - Part 6: Discard criteria 

12927-7:2004 Ropes - Part 7: Inspection, repair and maintenance 

12927-8:2004 Ropes - Part 8: Magnetic rope testing (MRT) 

1908:2004 Tensioning devices 

13223:2004 Drive systems and other mechanical equipment 

13796-1:2005 Carriers - Part 1: grips, carrier trucks, on-board brakes, cabins, chairs, carriages, maintenance 
carries, tow-hangars  

13796-2:2005 Carriers - Part 2: Slipping resistance tests for grips 

13796-3:2005 Carriers - Part 3: Fatigue testing 

13243:2004 Electrical installations other than for drive systems 

13107:2004 Civil engineering works 

1709:2004 Precommissioning, inspection, maintenance, operational inspection and checks 

1909:2004 Recovery and evacuation 

12397:2004 Operation 

12408 Quality control 

CEN/TR 
14819-1 

Fire prevention and control - part 1 : Tunnel funiculars 

CEN/TR 
14819-2 Fire prevention and control - part 2 Other funicular railways and ropeway installations 
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Organisation de la maintenance des normes publiées 
 

(adoptee par le CEN/TC 242 le 27 mars 2007) 

 
1) Technical issue: requesting modifications/additions and leading  to modifications/additions 

   requesting interpretations/clarifications after examination by WG 

National  
Standardisation Body 

International Organisa-
tion 

CEN / TC 242 /  WG  (s) 

CEN TC 242 
Secrétariat 

Project Team 
+ 

CEN/TC 242 Secretariat 

Project Team 

Interpretation sheet 

Interpretation Clarification 

Project  Team 

WG (s) 

Proposal of revision amendment 

CEN TC 242 

Resolution 

CEN Enquiry 

Working group 

Draft revised 

Approval by CEN TC 242 

Formal vote 

Publication 

UAP 

Publication 

    Copy to CEN/TC 
242 

 
Nature of 
request 

Direct Information 
to applicant 

 

    Technical issue 1) 

Amendment 

   Revision 

   Interpretation 
Clarification 


